
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(3 February, 2021 – 24 February, 2021)

Item 5a: Ray Wind update: The Covid19 hardship fund is still available for businesses within the Ray Windfarm
catchment area and queries should be directed to admin@raywindfund.co.uk  A decision has been made to 
retain the Small Grants Fund through Community Foundation for a further year. This grant will be open for 
applications by mid March.

Item 5b: Road safety in the Parish: I have attempted to contact Neil Snowdon (NCC) seeking an update on 
the progress of the various traffic safety measures in Otterburn and will share any response I receive. 

Item 5c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The next Steering Group meeting is on 17 March. Meantime the 
tenders for the redevelopment work at Percy’s Cross are expected within the next week and I will provide an 
update when I receive any details. 

Item 5d: Northumbria Water Treatment Works legacy: The funding has been received from Ray Windfarm 
and I am hopeful that the Northumbria Water legacy payment will be s expected shortly. You will be asked to 
consider the possibility of including Data Capture in the cameras given the proposal of purchasing a shared 
portable ANPR camera between Rochester with Byrness and Corsenside Paris Councils. I am waiting to hear 
from both the Police and NCC confirming an ANPR camera can be used and where it can be installed.

Item 5e: Solar light at Play Area: The existing battery and casing have now been removed. A corroded wire 
has been discovered and is likely to be problem rather than a dead battery. You will be asked to consider 
replacing the wire before a decision is made whether to purchase a new battery.

Item 5f: Solar light near Redewater View houses: I am still waiting for NCC to undertake the underground 
cable survey to confirm where the new solar light can be installed and as such there is no progress at this time.  

Item 5g:.Maintenance of the public toilets in Otterburn: I am waiting response from Greg Gavin (NCC) 
regarding the amount of investment NCC will provide for the development of the land around the toilets.

Item 5h: Street lighting near Council Depot: Both Cllr John Riddle and Michael Carle (NCC) have provided 
positive responses for street lighting along this section of the village to be installed when the salt dome work has
been completed.

Item 5i: Bespoke litter pick up signs: I am in contact with the company who provide these signs and hope to 
have an update at the meeting. 

Item 5j: Building a better community: Cllr Peto will provide an update for discussion on possible options for 
‘Village in Bloom’.

Item 5k: Flower boxes: I am waiting for the contractor to return to me with a quote for four boxes and will 
provide an update at the meeting. 

Item 5l: Condition of local roads: I have written to NCC about the poor condition of much of the local road 
network. David Laux (Head of Technical Services, NCC) has responded advising the area team will be 
assessing the local roads and the ‘hot spots’ highlighted. Meantime I have spoken to Andy Olive (NCC) who 
whilst not making promises suggests the work to resurface the footpath that runs alongside the Castle Hotel 
could be carried out in May or June, 2021.

Item 8a: Community litter picking 2021: It would appear from responses that Saturday 10 April will be the 
best date for a community litter picking and I will make plans to ‘advertise’ the event and arrange logistics.  

Item 8b: Grass cutting 2021-22: You have agreed on the contractor to provide this work but you will be asked 
to consider the frequency and detail of the work so I can agree terms with the contractor. 

Item 8c: AGE UK activity packs: AGE UK have provided a number of packs again for those residents across 
Redesdale wishing to receive one. The distribution is being arranged by Georgie Kenny (RTC Activity 
Development Officer).

Item 8d: Otterburn Hall update: I have received a letter from George F White advising that his client has 
recently purchased Otterburn Hall and that is the intention to refurbish the building as a hotel. Initially there will 
be work to reduce the impact of vandals and trespassers before work begins to make the building watertight and
safe. I have responded asking to kept up-to-date with progress so I can share with the community.    
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